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Maine Revised Statutes

Title 12: CONSERVATION

Chapter 915: HUNTING: SEASONS, REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS
HEADING: PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 (new); Pt. D, §7 (aff); c. 614, §9 (aff)

§12152. PERMIT TO POSSESS WILDLIFE IN CAPTIVITY

1. Permit required. 

[ 2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF);  2003, c. 655, Pt. B, §422 (AFF);  2003, c.
655, Pt. B, §201 (RP) .]

2. Affected species.  Except as otherwise provided in this Part, this section applies to the possession
of any wildlife regulated by the State that is held in captivity and to the importation of wildlife from an area
outside the State, including:

A. All species listed under state law as threatened or endangered; [2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2
(NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).]

B. All species other than those listed in paragraph A not included on a list of unregulated, nonnative
species that is maintained by the commissioner to facilitate the issuance of importation permits; and
[2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).]

C. Species identified in rules adopted by the commissioner. [2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2
(NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).]

[ 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF) .]

3. Issuance.  The commissioner may issue a permit to a person permitting the possession and use of
wildlife with the following exceptions.

A. A propagation, rearing and sale permit does not authorize the permittee to possess, propagate or
sell deer, bear, moose, wild turkey, hybrid wild turkey or wild turkey-domestic turkey cross nor does it
authorize the permittee to possess, propagate or sell any wild animal taken in accordance with section
11601 or 11602. [2005, c. 117, §2 (AMD).]

B. A commercial exhibition permit does not authorize the permittee to import any species of wild turkey,
hybrid wild turkey or wild turkey-domestic turkey cross or the eggs of these species. [2003, c.
414, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).]

C. A general possession permit does not authorize the permittee to possess, propagate or sell deer,
bear, moose, wild turkey, hybrid turkey or wild turkey-domestic turkey cross nor does it authorize the
permittee to possess, propagate or sell any wild animal taken in accordance with section 11601 or 11602.
[2005, c. 117, §2 (AMD).]

D. A rehabilitation permit does not authorize the permittee to possess, propagate or sell any wild animal
taken in accordance with section 11601 or 11602. [2005, c. 117, §2 (AMD).]

[ 2005, c. 117, §2 (AMD) .]

4. Fees.  Permit fees are as follows:

A. Propagation, $27 for 2 calendar years; [2005, c. 12, Pt. III, §22 (AMD).]

B. Commercial exhibition or attracting trade, $147 every 2 years from July 1st to June 30th; [2005,
c. 12, Pt. III, §22 (AMD).]
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C. Personal use, professional or vocational husbandry, therapy or aid to disabled persons, $27 every 2
calendar years; and [2005, c. 12, Pt. III, §22 (AMD).]

D. Rehabilitation, renewable every 2 years, no fee. [2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF).]

[ 2005, c. 12, Pt. III, §22 (AMD) .]

5. Rules.  The commissioner may adopt rules necessary for the administration of this section, including
provisions to ensure that all wildlife possessed under these permits receives humane treatment and proper
husbandry and security, and to safeguard the interests of the wildlife and citizens of the State. Rules adopted
pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[ 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF) .]

6. Additional permit requirements.  In addition to the provisions adopted under subsection 3, the
commissioner may assign permit conditions or requirements designed to mitigate potential impacts or risks
that may arise from the possession of specific wildlife species or to ensure the humane treatment or proper
husbandry for specific species.

[ 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 (NEW);  2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF) .]
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